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The American Academy of Nursing Applauds the U.S. Senate for 
Passing Legislation to Reauthorize the Children Health Insurance 

Program 

Statement of AAN President Pamela Mitchell, PhD, RN, FAHA, FAAN  
on House reauthorization of the Children Health Insurance Program 

“Yesterday the Senate passed a bill to reauthorize the Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP).  The Academy applauds Majority Leader Reid for his leadership efforts and the 
bipartisanship by Senators on both sides of the aisle to pass this important piece of legislation.  

“The Senate bill provides more than $30 billion in federal funding to provide health care for 
those currently enrolled and to enroll millions of children who are eligible, but unenrolled in 
CHIP or Medicaid.  The American Academy of Nursing urges swift action to get this important 
piece of legislation to President Obama’s desk. 

“The Academy is pleased that the Senate bill, like the House bill, includes a provision that will 
give states the option of covering legal immigrant children and pregnant women who have been 
here less than five years under CHIP and Medicaid.  It only makes sense to lift the five year ban 
and provide coverage sooner, in order to prevent critical health problems from going unchecked. 
 
“Providing health care coverage to children is an important first step.  Once we provide 
the coverage, we must ensure patients have access to their provider.  The projected 
shortage of nurses and other health care professionals has been well documented, and will 
require a substantial investment in order to restore the pipeline of practitioners that are 
necessary to provide timely, convenient and effective care. 
 
“The Academy is hopeful that CHIP is the first step in enacting comprehensive health 
care reform.  It is critical that all Americans have access to high quality, affordable health 
care.”   

 
### 

 
The American Academy of Nursing (www.aannet.org) anticipates and tracks national and international 
trends in health care, while addressing resulting issues of health care knowledge and policy.  The 
Academy’s mission is to serve the public and nursing profession by advancing health policy and practice 
through the generation, synthesis, and dissemination of nursing knowledge.   

http://www.aannet.org/
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